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Strongly 
related by: 



Related by normal body response 
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What is inflammation ?  
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INFLAMMATION 

Production of inflammatory substances  
(histamine, bradykinine, haptoglobine) 

  

Local activity 

  

Systemic activity 

  

Blood vessels 

Lungs 

Gastro-intestinal tract 

Opening of barriers 

  

Leakage of fluids and WBC 

  

Cleaning and repearing of inflammation 

  

Spread of pathogens over the body  
(oa streptococcen, E.Coli, Salmonella) 

  

Fever 

  

Decreased feed 

intake 

  



Which ‘triggers’ do piglets meet after 

weaning ?  
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PIGLET 

Non-pathogenic Pathogenic 

Trauma 

Vaccinations 

Too low energy-intake 

Antigenetic substances  
protein !!  

Enteropathogenic 

Systemic 

Pulmonary 



Advice  
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Advice by the Seagull method………………???? 
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Our Method  
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• Wished situation 

• Norms (what) 

• Background information (why) 

• Advice (how) 
• Result and advice (where to) 

 



It all starts with 

Hoofdstuk 

Norm min. litter weight in kg.: 
Number of live born piglets + 4 

 
Colostrum intake: 
+ 80 gram/ piglet first 24 h (very good +100) 

 

Start-up milk: 
Birthweight X 1,8  (very good X 2,0)   

 

Growth in rearing period 
210-240 gram / day 

With cups  

min. 240 gr. 



In meanwhile we…. 
Prepare the piglets for  the weaning process:  
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5 reasons to feed piglets before weaning  

1. Survive 

2. Growth & development 

3. Learn to digest 

4. Learn to eat 

5. Learn to drink from a water nipple 
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Motivation to feed 
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Reason nr. 2 → growth & development 

 Sow milk restricts growth by: composition 
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Growth & development 

  no. 1 + no. 2 only no. 2 LSD P-value 

# animals 2378 2378     

Days to slaughter 175 182 0.8 <.001 

Slaughtered weight 93,4 95,8 0.5 <.001 

Live weight 118,0 120,1 0.6 <.001 

Growth  birth – slaughter 667 652 calculated 

meat%  60,2 59,5 0.1 <.001 

Fat  thickness 12,2 13,2 0.1 <.001 

Muscle thickness  65,16 64,93 0.4 0.294 

Long term effect early feeding 
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Learn to eat/ digest 
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Feed intake before weaning 
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Learn to eat / digest 
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Learn to drink from a water nipple 

Before weaning 0,8-1 L milk  20% DM 

     600 cc moisture 

 

After weaning 10% of body weight (7kg around weaning) 
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Research  
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Total feed intake in day 1 and 2 (g/piglet) 

• Gastrointestinal tract better developed 
• Improved health 
• Less diarrhea 
• Less streptococcus 

 
Finally, improved growth 

 

Norms 

De Heus TJ-P-158 



Intake norms before weaning 

  

day 0-14 Total day 0-21 Total day 0-28 

Normal High Normal  High Normal  High 

gram / piglet / period 80 160 200 400 400 800 

  

Norms 

20 % 100 % 

double 
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Which ‘triggers’ do piglets meet after 

weaning ?  
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PIGLET 

Non-pathogenic Pathogenic 

Trauma 

Vaccinations 

Too low energy-intake 

Antigenetic substances  
e.g. protein 

Enteropathogenic 

Systemic 

Pulmonary 



Feed intake after weaning  
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Remark : Too high and too low feed intake are attention points !!! 

FEED INTAKE AFTER WEANING 

Weaning 21 days Weaning 28 days 

Days minimum optimum days minimum optimum 

First….days 4 400 500 3 400 500 

First Week 7 1000 1600 7 1100 1700 



Which ‘triggers’ do piglets meet after 

weaning ?  

PIGLET 

Non-pathogenic Pathogenic 

Trauma 

Vaccinations 

Too low energy-intake 

Antigenetic substances  
e.g. microbiotic disorder 

Enteropathogenic 

Systemic 

Pulmonary 



Diarrhea after weaning :  

Days after weaning What do we see? 

Day 1-2 • Diarrhea fluid as water, individually wet piglets 

• Piglets with diarrhea are thin, no mortality 
• Light and heavy piglets are sensitive 
• Can take long time before it improves (specially light 

piglets) 

Day 3-4 • Mostly flat manure, stripes on the wall 
• Belly not completely filed   
• Difference between light and heavy piglets 
• Piglets can recover fast  

Day 5 and later • Diarrhea is more serious, intestinal damage  
• Not “potty trained” anymore 
• Can be both, heavy and light piglets 
• More mortality  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Solve diarrhea after weaning :  

Days after weaning Attention points 

Day 1-2 • Training 

• Intake from hour 1  
• Diarrhea farrowing house 
• Water Q. 

Day 3-4  

Day 5 and later  



Solve diarrhea after weaning :  

Days after weaning Attention points 

Day 1-2  

Day 3-4 • Training 

Day 5 and later  
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Training 
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Solve diarrhea after weaning :  

Days after weaning Attention points 

Day 1-2  

Day 3-4 • Training 
• 5 * HOTEL 

Day 5 and later  

Climate 

Feeding 
space water 

M2 Feed 



Diarrhea after weaning :  

Days after weaning Attention points 

Day 1-2 

Day 3-4 

Day 5 and later • Composition weaning feed 
• Climate 

 



Body response on diarrhea?? 
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How to minimise further inflammation? 

What do we know and what not? 
 

Protein 

 

Starch 

 

Amino acids, specific elements  

 

Crude fibre 
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Effect on immune system and intestinal 

integrity less immunological reactions 

Smaller Lymph nodes between intestines 



Hoofdstuk 

Effect of crude fibre on weight of stomach :   
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Effect of bigger stomach on stomach pH : 

  



Summery 

Inflammation 

Seagull method 

Norms 

5 reasons to feed piglets 

Birthweight and performance 

Intake before and after weaning  

3 stages of diarrhea 

Starch and crude fibre knowledge but also  in progress 
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Thank you 
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